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1.  Why create a wildflower meadow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wildflower meadows look amazing and, in the right place, are really popular; they are  
also great for wildlife.  
 
Wildflower-rich grasslands are essen al for bees, bu erflies, hoverflies and other  
pollina ng insects. They also provide food and shelter for other wildlife, including birds and 
mammals. Bees and other pollinators spend the spring and summer months collec ng  
nectar and pollen to feed their young and, in the process, pollinate our garden plants and 
crops, as well as other wildflowers. In doing this, they play a vital role in the produc on of 
the food we eat. Without pollinators we would have no apples, grapes or strawberries. In 
fact, most plants need help from pollinators to produce their fruit. 
 
Our bees and other pollina ng insects are in trouble. Their popula ons have declined  
dras cally in recent decades.  We now have only a frac on of the abundance and variety of 
the insect wildlife that we once had so it is vital to support those that remain by providing 
habitats such as wildflower meadows. 
 
It is for these reasons that the Parks and Countryside Service are looking to develop new  
wildflower meadows across the city and are keen to encourage others to do so. 



2.  Different types of meadows 
Rough grassland  

This is the name given to sites where grass mowing is reduced to once or twice a year.  It is the easiest 
way to create a meadow but the variety of plant species, par cularly flowers, in the area won’t be as large 
as for the other types of meadow men oned below. However, it can be interes ng to simply let the grass 
grow and see what species appear, and meadows of this sort are s ll be er for wildlife than short cut 
grass. 

Annual 

Annual wildflower meadows provide a one-off show and can be quite labour intensive if you wish to have 
a display for several years (because you o en need to re-sow annually).  Annual meadow seed mixes tend 
to require rich, fer le soil. 

Perennial 

Perennial wildflower meadows take longer than annuals to establish and don’t look as spectacular as the 
annual meadows in the first year or two but are easier to maintain in the long term.  Perennial meadows 
thrive best on poor soils. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Who to contact to get  permission 
 
If you would like to let the grass grow long or create a wildflower meadow on a par cular green space in 
Leeds, you will need to get permission from the landowner.  Much of the green space in Leeds is owned 
by Leeds City Council and managed by the Parks and Countryside Service - they manage parks, nature    
reserves, woodlands, recrea on grounds, even grass verges and the like.  
 
To get permission to create a wildflower meadow on Parks and Countryside land, contact them on: 
parks@leeds.gov.uk or 0113 3957400.  They will put you in touch with the appropriate site manager who 
will let you know if it is viable for a wildflower meadow to be created and maintained in that area. 

 
 



4.  How to create a wildflower meadow 
 
Once you have received permission to create a wildflower meadow on your site, you will 
need to consider what type of meadow you wish to create and find out how to go about 
crea ng one. 
 
Successfully establishing a wildflower meadow, like those pictured in this document, is 
more difficult than you might expect.  To guarantee blooming wildflowers, you need to    
ensure they will not be out-competed by other plant species so turf, weeds and o en even 
nutrient rich topsoil need to be removed so wildflower seeds can be sown onto the          
remaining bare earth.   
 
For a descrip on of how to establish and maintain a perennial or annual wildflower    
meadow, see appendix 1 and 2 of this document. 
 
The following websites also provide excellent informa on on how to create wildflower 
meadows: 
 

 Buglife: h ps://www.buglife.org.uk/ac vi es-for-you/wildlife-gardening/how-make-
community-meadow 

 RHS: h ps://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=436 
 TCV: h p://www.tcv.org.uk/northernireland/environment/biodiversity/advice/how-create-

perennial-wildflower-meadow 
 Wild About Gardens: h p://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/habitats/wildflower-

meadow.aspx 
  Plantlife: h p://www.plantlife.org.uk/things_to_do/grow_wild/wildmeadow/  



5.  How to maintain the meadow 
 

Successful wildflower meadows need to be maintained year on year and you’ll need to 
consider whether you have the capacity to do this before crea ng a meadow.   

The main thing to remember is that wildflowers are easily out-competed by stronger 
‘weed’ plants and perennial meadows flourish be er in poor soil that is not very fer le.  
For these reasons, it is necessary to do two main things to maintain a meadow: 

 Cut the meadow annually (so that shrubs and other larger plants can’t start to 
take over) 

 Remove the cu ngs (to ensure that no addi onal nutrients can enter the soil) 
 
For more detailed advice on this, see appendices 1 and 2 or visit the web pages below: 

 Buglife: h ps://www.buglife.org.uk/ac vi es-for-you/wildlife-gardening/how-
make-community-meadow 

 RHS: h ps://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=446 



6.  Where to buy seeds 
 
 

Leeds City Council’s Redhall plant nursery in North Leeds (LS17 8NB) sells wildflower seeds 
and they also offer discounts for In Bloom and Friends of groups. For details, prices and/or 
to order wildflower seeds from them, email parks@leeds.gov.uk or call 0113 3957400. 

On line suppliers: 

 Pictorial Meadows: h p://www.pictorialmeadowsonline.co.uk/ 
 Landlife: h p://www.wildflower.org.uk/ 

 
 

7.  Op ons for crea ng a wildflower meadow 
 
There are three possible op ons for crea ng wildflower meadows on Leeds City Council, 
Parks and Countryside land; if you have funding, you could pay the Parks and Countryside 
Service to create and maintain the meadow on your site for you, or you can purchase the 
seeds/plug plants and do the meadow crea on and maintenance yourselves.  Lastly,  
some mes a middle way can be found where the Parks and Countryside service do some of 
the more heavy duty work and volunteer groups do the rest.  You are welcome to contact 
us on parks@leeds.gov.uk or 0113 3957400 to discuss these op ons. 
 
Parks and Countryside pictorial, annual wildflower meadow crea on 
 
The spectacular-looking wildflower meadows shown in the pictures in this document can 
be established at appropriate sites by the Parks and Countryside service (weather           
permi ng!).   
 
The minimum size that the service would work on is 100m2 at a cost of £152/100m2.   
Wildflower areas greater than 500m2 are priced on applica on.  This price includes the  
following: 
 

 spraying off grass 
 rotova on 
 provision of suitable seed 
 seed sowing 
 strimming once in the year   

 
The work involved to create this level of colour and impact usually needs to be carried out  
annually and therefore costs are incurred each year.  If the work is not carried out then 
there will be some natural seeding but the overall impact will be considerably reduced in 
subsequent years. 
 



8.  Funding 
 
There are various grants available that might fund the crea on of wildflower meadows. Try 
the following funding streams: 
 

 Green Leeds – contact Sue Lumby on sue.lumby@leeds.gov.uk or 0113 3957400 
 Leeds City Council Community Commi ees each have funding pots for local 

communi es. They are also  responsible for decision making regarding much of 
the green space management in their area  - h p://www.leeds.gov.uk/
residents/Pages/Locality-Working-in-Leeds.aspx 

 Grow Wild - h ps://www.growwilduk.com/community-projects 
 Heritage Lo ery Fund - h p://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-

programmes/sharing-heritage#.VTY0801wbct 
 Big Lo ery Fund - h ps://www.biglo eryfund.org.uk/funding/funding-finder?

cpage=0& 
 

If you have no luck with those listed above, check out the following websites that might be 
able to help: 
 

 Fit for Funding Leeds:  h p://www.fit4funding.org.uk/support-pages/in-your-
area/west-yorkshire/leeds-funding/ 

 Funding Central: h p://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/default.aspx 
 

If you aren’t sure about applying for grants, you could opt to undertake your own         
fundraising ac vi es such as a sponsored walk , community event or even crowd funding. 



9.  Things to consider 
 

 
The Bri sh weather! Unfortunately, the success of wildflower meadows is somewhat 

weather dependent and, although they usually grow just fine, a par cularly wet or 
cloudy year can drama cally impact on the quality of your meadow – there’s not 
much you can do about this but hope the weather is good. 

 
Public opinion: Not everyone likes long vegeta on, especially grass that isn’t mown.  

When you are planning your meadow you need to think about this and consider the 
impact of crea ng a meadow on other site users (for example, will there s ll be 
somewhere for children to play football locally?).  It is important when crea ng a 
meadow that local people understand why you are doing it and are consulted to 
check they support the idea.  Once the meadow is in place, it needs to be clear that 
it is being managed and has not just been neglected (for example, by making sure 
the edges are neatly mown).  Otherwise you could find that you face lots of         
complaints and objec ons to your work from local people.   

 
Li er: Unfortunately, li er is more likely to get caught in long vegeta on than mown 

grass, and the li er can also to be harder to see (to pick up) in meadows, so we    
recommend that you think carefully about where to posi on your meadow with   
reference to the likelihood of li er problems in the planning stages. 

 
Impact of non-na ve species on unimproved grassland nearby: if there are natural 

wildflower meadows near where you plan to create a new wildflower meadow, 
please don’t sow non-na ve wildflower species because these may impact on the 
na ve species growing in the original meadows. Parks and Countryside staff are able 
to tell you if this is an issue in your area. 

10.  Case studies 
 

An interes ng local case study of a successful community meadow crea on project can 
be found in appendix 3. 

If you have experience of crea ng a wildflower meadow in your local community and 
think the details of your project might be of interest to others, please get in touch with 
Emma at lpgsf@leeds.gov.uk or 0113 3957400. 



Appendix 1 
 

Annual Wildflower Meadow: Crea on and Maintenance 
 

 Annual meadow species favour quite nutrient-rich soil, well drained soils and a sunny aspect. 
 A range of seed suppliers include; Landlife, Emorsgate Seeds, Naturescape and Germinal Seeds. 
 A good way of finding out what soil type you have, is to iden fy the plants already growing there. 

For example, creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) and ne le (Ur ca dioica) prefer a nutrient-rich 
soil. You may want to keep some of the plant species on your chosen site, such as clover species 
as these add nutrients to the soil. If you have a wasteland site with patchy clover and fine grass 
species there is no need to remove exis ng vegeta on. If not, the exis ng vegeta on can be 
treated using a non-residual herbicide, glyphosate is most commonly used. This must be done by 
trained and qualified staff. 

 Rotavate or dig over the earth, then level it and stone pick. 
 About 4 weeks a er rotava on, apply a second treatment of herbicide to kill off new weed  
      emergence. Following this, try and disturb the soil as li le as possible to prevent any new weed   
      seeds being brought to the surface. 
 Sow seed (pure wildflower no grasses) in March – April at a density of around 2 – 3g/m2. 
 It is helpful to add some hor cultural sharp sand or sawdust to the seed mix to enable a be er 

visual apprecia on of where seed is lying on the earth and to gain an even spread. 
 Run a roller over the seed to enable it to make be er contact with the soil and improve  
      germina on results. 
 Seed should germinate from June onwards and can flower right through ll the first frost. 
 Hand collect seed for next year. The seed is ready to collect at the point where it is just about to 

fall off the plant. Dry the seed out and store in a labeled and dated paper envelope in a cool, dry 
place. 

 Cut dead plant material off once it has gone over (dispose of at nearest green waste receptor, 
where it can be used for making compost). 

 If maintaining the annual meadow, scarify the soil in March – April the following year to  
      s mulate the meadow seed from the previous year to germinate and sow addi onal seed at a     
      slightly reduced density. 
 Problem weeds such as creeping thistle and broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) can be treat-

ed using a non-residual herbicide or hand weeded. 
 If the annual meadow is to be maintained over a number of years it will be necessary to spray off 

all the vegeta on every 3 – 5 years and start the process again. This prevents grasses and other 
undesirable species becoming a problem. 

 
References: West Yorkshire Ecology, Flora locale 
If you have any short ques ons please email: kaywoodward@yahoo.com 



Appendix 2 
Perennial Wildflower Meadows: Crea on and Maintenance 

 Before plan ng your perennial wildflower meadow consider whether your site is suitable; consider slope, 
rock type, aspect, drainage and flooding, nutrient levels and soil type and pH. 

 Ensure the seeds or seed mix is chosen to suit the soil pH type of the proposed site (neutral, acidic or  
 calcareous). Good seed suppliers should be able to provide suitable mixes. A range of suppliers are available 
 including: Landlife, Emorsgate Seeds, Naturescape and Germinal Seeds. Where possible, use a seed supplier 
 based as close to your site as possible to ensure the species are locally na ve and suit your loca on. 
 Create a meadow which matches the appropriate species/plant community. For example wet/marshy areas 

with the appropriate species/plant community. 
 Perennial wildflower meadows are best sown in August/September. 
 For loca ons with undesirable exis ng vegeta on, the site should generally be treated using a non-residual 

herbicide such as glyphosate to reduce weed compe on. This must be done by trained and qualified staff. 
 If the soil is par cularly high in nutrient content, it may be worthwhile removing the top few inches of earth 

to expose the sub-soil. 
 Rotavate the soil, level it, stone-pick and roll. 
 About 4 weeks a er rotava on apply a second treatment of herbicide to kill off new weed emergence,  
 following this, try to disturb the soil as li le as possible to prevent any new weed seeds being brought to 

the surface. If the site is small, herbicide treatments may be subs tuted with hand weeding. 
 You may want to keep some of the plant species on your site. Undesirable species can be spot-treated with 

a broad-leaved herbicide or hand-weeded. The surface can be then scarified and over-seeded with  
 wildflower seed. 
 Sow the seed with a mix of 20% wildflowers and 80% grass at a rate of 2 – 4g/m2. It is helpful to add some 

hor cultural sharp sand or sawdust to the seed mix to enable a be er visual apprecia on of where the seed 
is lying and to gain an even spread. 

 Run a roller over the seed so that it is in be er contact with the soil and to improve germina on levels. 
 If sown during a very dry period the seed may need watering to encourage germina on, which can take up 

to 8 weeks. 
 Hand collect seed for next year. The seed is ready to be collected at the point where it is just about to fall 

off the plant. Dry seed out and store in a labeled and dated paper envelope in a cool, dry place. 
 During the first year the meadow should be cut more frequently to promote establishment. This may  
 consist of about 4 mes throughout the first year. If you cut the grassland earlier in the year you will get 
 more flowers, which is good for the local community. If there are any gaps in the sward, seed may be sown 
 in the gaps in June. Annual seeds may be sown if there is not enough colour.  
 Following the first year, the meadow should be cut twice annually, once in around mid July and again in late 

September/ October. Arisings should be cleared from the site and taken to the nearest green waste  
 receptor to be used to make compost. 
 Cu ng needs to be done to a minimum of 5cm. 
 Some ongoing spot treatment or hand weeding to control problem weeds such as creeping thistle (Cirsium 

arvense), spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) and broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) may be necessary to 
prevent their spread. 

 Sow yellow ra le (Rhinanthus minor) into the established grassland in the second year. This species reduces 
the vigour of grasses and allows the wildflower component to flourish. Yellow ra le seeds should be just 
star ng to ripen and ra le in their pods when the first meadow cut is taken. 

 
References: West Yorkshire Ecology, Flora locale 
If you have any short ques ons please email: kaywoodward@yahoo.com 



Appendix 3  
Case Study Garforth in Bloom  

Wild flower verge at side of road 

 

Our experience with wild  
flowers started when we were 
trying to decide what to do 
about a piece of un dy road-
side verge located on the A63 
Selby road from the nearby 
junc on with the A642. 

The verge is quite narrow,    
being approximately one     
metre wide closest the junc on but widening to two metres at the top end over a length of 
about 100 metres.  The verge bu s right up to the kerb edge and therefore suffers from 
spray from passing vehicles in wet weather and salt which is spread on the road in icy   
condi ons. 

The soil is very poor, which is ideal for the growing of wild flowers as this eliminates much 
of the weed and grass which would otherwise compete if the condi ons were more        
favourable. 

The verge had been excavated by several u lity companies and there was very li le top 
soil before reaching down beneath the surface to more rubble and gravel condi ons. 

We started by completely clearing the area of all plant growth and raking it level. 

Ini ally we sowed a mixture of wild flower seed in March 2010, obtained via Leeds City 
Council nursery at Redhall, hoping to have something to see and discuss when we were 
visited by the Yorkshire in Bloom judges later that Spring.  However the ini al growth 
seemed very slow and as the me for the judges visit approached the verge looked very 
unsightly as if full of weeds. We panicked and hacked them all out thinking that our plan 
had not worked. We le  the ground bare again but to our delight later in the summer the 
wild flowers came back with vengeance and we had a fabulous wild flower verge to show 
the judges on their second visit in July.    

The following year the flowers were good, but the third year was not so good, so we had to 
start again from scratch.  Clearing the land again and re sowing seeds resul ng in a         
tremendously successful display. 



One of the local farms in our area have a wild flower meadow, which they cut down a er flowers have 
seeded themselves.  They make hay from the cu ngs then allow ca le onto the land to graze off the 
stubble, which reduces it to bare ground almost.  This seems to be the ideal way to deal with wild flowers 
but isn’t essen al on smaller sites. 

Another verge we tried to grow wildflowers on was unsuccessful, due to the soil being too fer le allowing 
the grass to keep taking over. This area hadn’t been thoroughly cleared of weeds beforehand though.  

Last November, weed killer was applied to the Selby Road site again. Then in March, the weeds that had 
survived were pulled out and the ground was loosened. In April we sowed wildflowers including seedball 
poppies (which are seeds coated in clay and chilli). A er sowing, we trod the soil down and fortunately, 
we had rain soon a er. By May, we had our first flowers – some poppies and red flax. By July, we had the 
yellow corn marigolds and cornflowers. The perennial oxeye daisies are s ll flowering but strictly      
speaking, we should remove some of these as they will make the soil too fer le. There is also far too 
much plantain growing but we will remove this before another light sowing of wildflowers next spring.  

More informa on: 
Contact Leeds City Council, Parks and Countryside Service on 0113 3957400 or 
parks@leeds.gov.uk 


